About My Work
A new language has emerged in science for understanding the complex systems of the living. Different scientists call it by different names—“dynamical systems theory,” “the theory of complexity,” “non-linear dynamics,” “network dynamics.” Chaotic attractors, fractals, dissipative structures, self-organization, and autopoietic networks are some of the key concepts.

Growth in dissipative structures is a creative, interactive process—a natural, evolving “self-making” from the juxtaposition of relative order against a background of maximum disorder. As interactions occur in these far-from-equilibrium states, self-organizing occurs, waste is eliminated, the system reorganizes as mass and energy flow through it and new, creative structures emerge. Without such interactions, entropy (death) is the outcome.  Mass and energy flow on strings. Although multiple dimensions exist (perhaps as many as 20) our perception (a result of the current structure of the human mind) allows us to only see 3-dimensions.

In my current art I am trying to explore under what conditions far-from-equilibrium states become stable and what symbols or archetypes might represent this self-organizing process. As I work on a painting, I often incorporate my disposable palette sheets back into the painting, recycling the toxic waste of the oil paint and generating new structures as it is transformed in the process. These structures are not predetermined but emerge in the process of the act of painting, as energy and mass interact. At other times I work on canvas and depict figures trapped within 3-dimensions. Specifically, I am exploring two questions: 1) what is the organization of the living? and, 2) what takes place in the phenomenon of perception? From this perspective, art is not representation or expression of activity, but a living system of its own. The product of its operation is its own organization.

